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table (perhaps unvarnished), without an expensive table-cloth,
with no flowers to decorate it, with no wines spread, no pork or
beef ad lib, be a semi-barbaric life; if a white comfortable dress,
specially adapted to a warm climate, which, I am told, many
Europeans envy them in the trying heat of summer, be a semi-
barbaric life; if no beer, no tobacco, no ornamental walking-stick,
no golden watch chain, no luxuriously-fitted sitting-room, be a
semi-barbaric life; if, in short, what one commonly understands
by a simple frugal t life be a semi-barbaric life, then, indeed, the
Indian traders must plead guilty to the charge, and the sooner
the semi-barbarity is wiped out from the highest Colonial civiliza-
tion, the better.
The elements that generally constitute a reason for expulsion
of a people from civilized States are entirely absent in the case
of these people. You will agree when I say that they are not a
political danger to the Government, since they meddle very
little, if at all, in politics. They are not notorious robbers. I believe
there is not a single case of an Indian trader having suffered im-
prisonment, or even been charged with theft, robbery, or any of
the heinous crimes. (I speak under correction.) Their teetotal habits
make them exceptionally peaceful citizens.
But they spend nothing, says the leading article under dis-
cussion. Don't they? I suppose they live on air or sentiments. We
know that Becky lived on nothing a year in Vanity Fair. And
here a whole class seems to have been found out doing the
same. It is to be presumed they have to pay nothing for shop-
rents, taxes, butchers' bills, grocers5 bills, clerks3 salaries, etc. etc.
One would, indeed, like to belong to such a blessed class of tra-
ders, especially in the present critical condition of the trade all the
world over.
It seems, on the whole, that their simplicity, their total absti-
nence from intoxicants, their peaceful and, above all, their busi-
nesslike and frugal habits, which should serve as a recommenda-
tion, are really at the bottom of all this contempt and hatred of
the poor Indian traders. And they are British subjects. Is this
Christian-like, is this fair play, is this justice, is this civilization?
I pause for a reply.
Thanking you in anticipation for inserting this.
I am, etc.,
M. K. GANDHI
The Natal Advertiser, 23-9-1893